Abstract. What has IFIP contributed to the field of information systems and organizations through the activities of Working Group 8.2, its central working group in information systems? What has WG 8.2 delivered to its constituents? What have the results and impacts of the WG 8.2 been on the larger community? This panel will not shy away from controversy as it discusses the history, contributions, and unrealized potential of research spawned by this working group over the past 30 years.
Introduction
The central IFIP working group in information systems is IFIP Working Group 8.2. OASIS is the acronym adopted by Working Group 8.2 to stand for Organizations and Society in Information Systems. One definition of oasis refers to it as a fertile spot in a desert or wasteland. Another definition implies that an oasis is a retreat or place of refuge from unpleasant or chaotic surroundings. Working Group 8.2 titles its semiannual newsletter as "OASIS" as well as calling its informal workshops preceding ICIS meetings "OASIS."
What has IFIP contributed to the field of information systems and organizations through the activities of Working Group 8.2, its central working group in Frank Land received his Bsc (Econ) from the London School of Economics in 1950. In 1952, he joined J. Lyons, the UK food and catering company that pioneered the use of computers for business data processing, building its own computer, the LEO (Lyons Electronic Office). He stayed with LEO until 1967 when he was invited to establish teaching and research in information systems at the London School of
